Minutes of the Fourth SOCRATES Project “OnLineMath&Science” Meeting

UNED, Madrid, 01 - 02 February, 2007
Thursday, 01 February
Attendees:

For P1 Slavka Tzanova, TUS

Rossen Radonov, TUS

For P4 Eric Olivier, UP
For P5 Catalina Martínez-Mediano, UNED

Mr. Olivier presented the pilot test in UP. It was performed with 250 students. On 12 September the pre-test was performed (évaluation d’adaptation). Then three tests in physics and three in mathematics were performed, and the final test.
An important remark is that if on the local network there is a firewall, the access to ForEva is not possible. The evaluator of the intermediate project report made a remark that ForEva was not accessible. It is accessible but obviously his network was protected by firewall.
In the UP only knowledge tests has been done, not the reflective questionnaire. They will try to make a test with smaller groups of students this semester and to use the reflective questionnaire.
UP will provide the test results from the previous academic year on the same content but with different students made on traditional way to make a comparison because there was no experimental and control group.

Ms. Mediano will send the usability questionnaire to all partners.

Mrs. Tzanova told that the test in Bulgaria was made with 46 students, 21 in the experimental group and 25 – in the control group by the same teacher. The one group was working on traditional way, the experimental with Math&Sciences system. The reports from the pilot test in Bulgaria is not complete yet with the whole necessary information. The additional information should be sent to Ms. Mediano next week.

Mrs. Tzanova made a presentation on the results till the end of January 2007 and activities finished and what has to be done till the end of the project. UP will develop tests in English in ForEva, TUS – in Bulgarian. There were changes in the university who performed the pilot test. Instead of UCTM and ULB the test has been performed in USTL and UP. The UCTM and ULB will make the field trial.

Ms. Mediano suggested to add the new developed courses in the Web page on project results, the intermediate report, the questionnaires developed.

The necessity of one more workshop has been discussed. It was decided to make one workshop by the end of the field trial in Brussels and the final workshop – in September in Bulgaria but it had to be discussed the next day with the partners from ULB.

Mr. Olivier reported that UP disseminated the outcomes of the project with ForEva system in the Secondary Schools with collaboration with the Management (Rectorat) of the Aix-Marseille Academy.   There is an idea to prepare a project proposal for Comenius sub programme to develop training courses for teachers for the use of ForEva and Math&Sences environment for pupils’ education on digital competences and rising their motivation.

Then started the discussion on the preparation of new projects in the Lifelong Learning programme.  

Friday, 02 February
For P1 Slavka Tzanova, TUS

Rossen Radonov, TUS

For P2 Guy Mélard, ULB

For P3 Mari-Christine Groslière, USTL

For P4 Eric Olivier, UP
For P5 Catalina Martínez-Mediano, UNED

For P6 Yordanka Anelova, UCTM

Ms. Mediano made a presentation on the educational activities in UNED.

Mrs. Tzanova informed the partners that arrived this day about the work in the previous day. Then she made a presentation on the report and the plan of tasks till the end of the project. 

Mr. Mélard suggested to make the course Introduction in Mathematics for Universities in English and Bulgarian.

Mrs. Tzanova will make a translation of a course in physics in Bulgarian. 
The course  Introduction to University Chemistry will be made in French and in Bulgarian by UCTL.

The organisation of group work in Mathematics is to be studied.

Library – to be added additional materials.

ForEva : To make the important remark that if on the site there is a Firewall protection, ForEva is no accessible. So, the evaluators have to remove the Firewall to access For Eva.

Mr. Olivier will develop tests in English and TUS in Chemistry in Bulgarian.  
Evaluation : usability should be tested with the questionnaires developed by Ms. Mediano.
One more meeting in Sofia. In Brussels on 11-12, June and in Sofia 17-18 September – the final workshop.
Mrs. Groslière presented the pilot test in USTL. It was in physics with students who started their studies after having interrupted their educational practices for long time (remise en forme).

There were two groups of students working on the same content with 27 and 28 students in each group. The slow students showed more interests in the subject matter and they improved their knowledge faster than the students in the control group. She gave the report and all original questionnaires to Ms. Mediano for analysis of data.
In USTL they are preparing now a movie for the whole course in physics. 
About dissemination: Mrs. Groslière started teaching lycee teachers from different high (secondary) schools. On the site of USTL there is information for the teachers and on the collaboration with the secondary school teachers to prepare better the students for the university studies.

Mrs. Angelova from UCTL presented the course “Introduction to mathematics” for more than 450 first year students. It was developed in cooperation with the teachers from ULB in English and French version. She will develop tests in Numerical Analysis in Bulgarian and possibly the three chapters in Scenari. Mr. Mélard will develop the modules in English.
They developed also a course Introduction to Chemistry in Bulgarian and in French for 450 bachelor degree students and 20 master degree students. UCTM and ULB developed a knowledge tests in Chemistry and they should be published in Scenari.

The course in C++ Programming has been tested with 22 students. We expect the tests from Aneta Gueorguieva  and Rumiana Popova in Chemistry.
Mr. Mélard presented the course that they developed in Physics “Introduction to Fourier Analysis”.

In this course they have 200 students but they can not separate the 200 students in control and experimental group, the teaching should be he same for all students. They can suggest the students to use the Math&Science environment and to answer the Reflective questionnaire. 

Course in Mathematics prepared by UCTM and ULB can be tested in August-September. The students will work in two groups, experimental and control group and the knowledge tests and the reflective questionnaire will be done by the end of the field trial.
The course in linear algebra is under development. The big number of users (more than 400) is an impediment to the pilot test. In the conservative educational system it is very difficult to make such changes that 200 students work on a traditional ay and the other 200 students with eLearning courses. 

So, we made the conclusion that it is very good to have a lot of users of the courses but it is difficult to perform the classical experimental design with such a big audience (to be written in the final report).
All partners have adapted the questionnaires to the needs of their university, some questions have been added and some questions – removed.
The proposals for new project will be discussed in each university and the decisions and suggestions of each partner will be sent to Mrs. Tzanova.

Mrs. Tzanova sent an e-mail with the tasks of each partner and she will remember be e-mail to all partners their tasks till the end of the project.

